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Background
The Mintaro community is seeking to collaborate with the Anglican Church, (Diocese of
Willochra), to maintain St Peter’s Anglican Church Mintaro and to develop gardens on the
property where townsfolk and visitors can contemplate, recreate, meditate and have ongoing
access to their heritage.
Mintaro does not currently have a worshipping Anglican congregation, with regular services at St
Peter’s Anglican Church having ceased in 2007. As a consequence the Diocesan Council is
considering the future of the property, with deconsecration and sale an option.
Churches remain part of the collective memory and ongoing spiritual life of a community long
after regular services cease. They continue to have vital meaning as sacred places that reach
across time and specific faith communities.
Mintaro, South Australia’s first heritage town, is defined by its built heritage and is like no other
town in South Australia. Its three churches are an enduring and cherished part of the village’s
built heritage, accessed by many visitors to the town each year.
An opportunity exists for the Anglican Church to work collaboratively with the Mintaro
community to maintain St Peter’s as a consecrated place, by developing the grounds as both a
sacred and secular space for worship, reflection and memory. Such collaboration would enable
the church to minister in new ways, to reach a larger ecumenical faith community. It would also
recognise and reward the goodwill and generosity of the Mintaro community, a community
prepared to actively maintain the church as well as develop and maintain the gardens.
Representatives from the diocese, along with Bishop Stead, have met with members of the
Mintaro community numerous times since August 2014 to share ideas about the future of the
property. During this time the community has maintained the grounds, developed a concept
plan for the development of St Peter’s Quiet Garden Mintaro, ‘pigeon-proofed’ the church and
undertaken repairs,
cleaned out gutters and
downpipes, and planted
out several small beds of
native plants.

	
  

At an on site meeting in
November 2016, Bishop
Stead requested a report
be submitted for
consideration by the
Diocesan Council at its
February 2017 meeting,
when a decision will be
made about the future of
the property.

A local stonemason blocks holes through which pigeons had been entering the roof cavity,
roosting and breeding. Bird droppings had accumulated for some years on the pews, floor,
and carpet inside the church. A local farmer made his telehandler and an operator available
to provide access and a safe working platform for the stonemason.
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Why St Peter’s Anglican Church and grounds are so important to us
Preservation of access
Accessed by several generations as a place of worship, fellowship, marriage, baptism, and
requiem, St Peter’s occupies a special place in the memory of villagers who have lived, or
continue to live, in Mintaro. Many visitors touch, photograph and linger beside the walls of the
church each year.
Others have long used the open space as a ’Common’, for walking, playing and admiring the
magnificent panoramic views that wrap around the village.
Preservation of local heritage
St Peter’s Church is located in a heritage ‘hotspot’ with all properties on the southern side of
Young Street heritage listed, including some of the oldest buildings in the town (Millers House
1853, Anglican House and Chapel 1856, Oldfields 1855). The preservation of St Peter’s Anglican
Church and grounds will ensure that the ambience of this part of the town is conserved for the
ongoing enjoyment of villagers and visitors who come specifically to experience the old world
charm for which South Australia’s first heritage town is renowned.
St Peter’s Anglican Church is also very closely associated with the Mortlock family of Martindale
Hall. Family members served as church wardens for many years and provided substantial
philanthropic support for the Anglican Church at both local and state levels, the legacy of which
continues today.
Preservation of open space as the town grows
Mintaro village is growing, with development on vacant town blocks now much more probable
due to recent changes to the Mintaro Strategic Development Plan. Two new houses are currently
under construction within 200 metres of St
Peter’s Church.
The St Peter’s Church property (green triangle
in map to left) is one of only two open spaces
within the village for which there is public
access. As more blocks are developed in the
future these open park and garden spaces will
become more and more precious to villagers
and visitors alike.
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Collaboration – an Opportunity for Church and Community
Together, the Anglican Church and Mintaro community have the opportunity to create a unique
public space in the Mid North, where responsibility for its ongoing care and maintenance can be
shared.
We should embrace this opportunity because:
•

St Peter’s Mintaro is an ideal setting for a Quiet Garden, and an opportunity to connect
with the Quiet Garden Movement, an initiative of the Anglican Church.

•

There will be nothing else like this in the Clare Valley or Mid North, with garden elements
that can be utilised in a variety of ways by visitors of many faiths and belief systems.

•

A Quiet Garden will create opportunities for the current Ministry to connect with a larger
and more diverse audience, by ministering in an innovative way, at a time when
congregations are ageing and diminishing in size - it is important that churches reach out
to wider communities if they are to remain relevant.

•

The peace, sanctuary and meditative spaces of a Quiet Garden, coupled with the style of
accommodation for which Mintaro is known, would make the village an ideal location for
retreats for clergy and faith groups.

•

Such collaboration will help to rebuild trust at a time when Church ‘brands’ are damaged
and public confidence in religious administrators and clergy is at an historic low.

•

By maintaining a presence, the door remains open for a re-invigorated Anglican
congregation or future worshipping community in Mintaro, as the town grows.

•

It will create opportunities for Anglicans and others to become involved in environmental
stewardship.

•

We have an opportunity to acknowledge the First Australians who occupied this area
before European occupation through the creation of an Enthobotanical Garden.

•

It will maintain both the open space and heritage values of the site that are so valued by
the Mintaro community.

•

A Quiet Garden with diverse elements, including interpretation, will add to the experience
Mintaro offers its visitors, complementing The Maze and The Mintaro Garden on Kingston
Street (a privately owned garden that is open to the public).

•

This project has captured the imagination of the wider community and already inspired
much goodwill and generosity.
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Work undertaken by the Mintaro community during 2016
1. Storm damage
2016 was the wettest year in the district for several decades, with Mintaro receiving more than
150% of its mean annual rainfall. Several rain events occurred as severe storms that brought
down limbs that had to be sawn up and removed. On each occasion volunteers cleaned up small
branches and other storm debris and removed it from the church property.
2. Pigeon-proofing
For a number of years feral pigeons had been roosting and nesting in the roof cavity of the
church, their droppings, feathers, and occasionally, skeletal remains, falling through the ceiling
vents onto the pews, carpet and floorboards.

	
  

	
  

Mintaro Progress Association engaged a local
stonemason to block up holes on the eastern wall of the
church, where mortar had fallen away providing access
for pigeons and sparrows. Local farmer Mark Sandow
provided a telehandler with operator, at no cost, to
enable the stonemason to reach the highest point of
the gable safely. The repairs were effective and there
have been no pigeons in the roof for three months.
Mintaro local Robin Seely sanded the floorboards to
remove stains, and accumulated droppings were also
scraped from the carpets.
3. Removal of mistletoe
Whilst the telehandler and operator were on site,
several large clumps of invasive Box mistletoe were cut
out of red gums on the property.
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4. Cleaning of gutters and downpipes
Local farmer Mark Sandow also made his telehandler, and two farm workers, available in early
spring so that the gutters and downpipes could be thoroughly cleaned. It appeared to be some
years since the gutters had last been cleaned. The work was timely, as one week later Mintaro
received more than 75mm of rainfall and it is probable that the church would have sustained
water damage. The volunteers reported that the gutters were in exceptionally good condition.

	
  
Local farm worker and member of Mintaro Progress Association, Bob
Webber, cleans out blocked gutters, courtesy of Mark Sandow who
provided his telehandler and driver at no cost to the church or community.

	
  
Downpipe choked with gum leaves and
other debris before unblocking by
volunteers.

5. Seedling propagation through Trees for Life Tree Scheme
A community member gifted one year’s Trees for Life
membership to Mintaro Progress Association, enabling
it to purchase propagation materials at half-price. Ten
boxes of propagation materials were also gifted (to the
value of $150).
Four volunteers are raising ten boxes (500 plants) of
tubestock (small trees, shrubs, grasses and lilies) for
planting out in 2017. Species, all of which are native to
the Mid North, include Acacia euthycarpa, Acacia
spilleriana, Acacia notabilis, Allocasuarina verticillata,
Bursaria spinosa, Eutaxia microphylla, Dodonaea
viscosa, Senna artemisioides mixed ssp, Arthropodium
strictum, Austrostipa mixed species, and
Austrodanthonia mixed spp.
Plants will be used for the establishment of the ‘Spiritual
Garden’, which will feature enclosed, intimate spaces
set among garden beds of bird-and-butterfly-attracting
	
   native shrubs.
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6. Mowing and weeding
Not surprisingly in such a wet year, more regular mowing of the church block was required to
keep it tidy. Four volunteers, two with rider mowers and two with slashers regularly mowed the
property throughout the year. Other volunteers assisted with hand-mowers and whippersnippers.
A number of dead and undesirable trees and shrubs were removed including some geraniums,
succulents, and robinias. Problem weeds like invasive feathertop grass shown in the photo below
were dug out or hand-pulled. Green waste was either mulched or taken away for disposal at the
Clare Waste Station.

	
  

	
  

Volunteer Dee Nicholson hand-pulls feathertop grass while Mintaro Progress Association’s Chairperson, Richard Lathlean mows.

7. Mulching of green waste
Local farmer Graeme Johnson, with wife Dianne and son-in-law Travis, made their industrial
mulcher available and provided labour, at no charge, to treat the green waste removed by
volunteers during a
major working bee.
Five volunteers
assisted the Martindale
Farm team to process
the waste.
Some of the mulch has
been used for
seedlings planted out
during 2016, with the
bulk stockpiled on site
for use during 2017
plantings.
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8. Establishment of five planted beds
Five ‘trial’ plantings were established during the winter of 2016, using surplus tubestock donated
by Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council in 2015, (Lomandra effusa, Lomandra multiflora, Dianella
revoluta, Acacia, Banksia marginata, Dodonaea viscosa and Senna artemisiodes).
Four beds were protected with rabbit-proof netting while one was unprotected so that the
impact of rabbits could be assessed. Despite rabbits visiting the church grounds daily for most of
the year, the unprotected plants were only lightly grazed. Recycled chain mesh was used to make
temporary fences.
Only four waterings were required to the end of January 2017, with a 96% survival rate. Light
weeding was undertaken, and all plants were mulched, with native grasses growing naturally on
the site also providing some protection for the plants.

	
  
Volunteers potted on about 150 tubestock that had outgrown
their containers, so that they could be held over during the
summer of 2015/16 for planting out in the cooler months. A
Mintaro community member Margaret Marshall donated pots
and potting medium.

	
  
Volunteer Stephanie Murdoch mulches seedlings ahead of the
onset of heatwave conditions, using mulch that was processed
on site from green waste.

9. Inspection of red gums beneath power lines
Mintaro Progress Committee members,
including main office bearers, met
Northern and Yorke Natural Resource
Management (N&Y NRM) Technical and
Compliance Officer, Grant Roberts, on
site to discuss the removal of three red
gums under powerlines along Young
Street. The trees are misshapen,
unbalanced and in fair condition, (one
poor), in part due to regular lopping.

	
  

Mr Roberts will determine if the trees can
be removed under an exemption or will
require a formal application through the
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Native Vegetation Council. He has confirmed that the trees are not listed on South Australia’s
‘Significant Trees’ register.
Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council has advised it will remove the trees if the Native Vegetation
Council grants an approval for their removal.
The area will be replanted with more appropriate species that will not require lopping, as part of
the development of the ‘Spiritual Garden’.
10. Technical advice provided for treating invasive trees on the property
Mr Roberts also provided the St Peter’s
Church Working Group with technical
advice about best practice methods for
removing several invasive tree species on
the property.
Tamarisks, olives and robinias (garden
escapees from nearby properties), all of
which have a suckering habit and are
very hard to treat, will be removed in
early autumn as part of planned works for
	
   2017.
11. Technical advice provided for water management and repairs to church
Retired Asset Services Manager with N&Y NRM, Rodney Rees* undertook a comprehensive
inspection of the building and provided advice about priority repairs and site works required to
more effectively manage water on the site.
Mr Rees recommended that:
•
•

•

•

•

A concrete pathway along the southern wall of the church should be removed as a priority
- it is channeling water onto the foundations of the building, which has no damp course.
Some minor earthworks will be required to lower the ground level along the southern
side of the church, (approx. one metre wide strip) to direct water away from the building
after the concrete has been removed.
The overflow from the rainwater tank on the northwestern corner of the church is pooling
under the building and should be relocated to the northeastern corner; the overflow
would be better directed down the natural flow slope on the northern side of the property.
The Wunderlich pressed metal cladding on the western wall should be removed, as it is a
moisture trap and could promote salt damp. A common practice in the past, it is no
longer recommended. An inspection of the interior western wall did not reveal any water
damage and it is unlikely that the cladding is covering any significant damage to
stonework. Some repointing may be required. The 1920’s pressed steel is valuable and
could be sold and removed by the purchaser; the money raised could be used to finance
repointing if required.
The interior of the church is in relatively good condition, with repairs to cracks on the
northern wall a priority.
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•

Repairs should be staged, working in a clockwise direction, commencing with the
northern wall, followed by the door and porch, southern wall (minor work only), and the
western end between the screen and back wall.

*Rodney Rees has 40 years experience as an asset and infrastructure manager with various South Australian Government agencies.
He has also worked closely with CIBT (Construction Industry Training Board of South Australia) for many years assisting with training
programs in heritage restoration at properties including Martindale Hall, Inneston, Bimbowrie.

	
  

	
  

	
  

Old buildings like St Peter’s
Church were constructed
without damp courses, which
help to prevent the upward
movement of water through
walls, destabilising them over
time. Although the church
remains in good condition,
largely due to ground level
ventilation, several actions are
required to ensure that water
is more effectively directed
away from the building to
protect it in the long term.
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12. Repair work commenced on internal north-facing wall
Following his inspection of the building and grounds, Mr Rees offered his services, at no cost
other than recovery of materials and travel, to undertake stonework repairs to the interior of the
church, commencing with the northern wall.
Volunteers worked with Mr Rees for four days, repairing cracks above two cathedral windows and
in three bays of the northern wall; removing non-compliant electric cables; repairing and
replacing a damaged skirting board; and securing a ceiling panel that was loose and falling away.

	
  
A large section of cracked plaster above a cathedral window, northern wall, had to be removed before repairs to the lower wall
could be safely undertaken. Crumbling mortar around the keystone was replaced with three coats of mortar and one putty coat
used to repair the section from the apex of the window to the ceiling. Several smaller cracks were also filled.
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Top R:

Rodney prepares mortar using fine beach sand and natural hydraulic lime, which allows moisture to move through the
masonry.

Top L:

Lower section of wall after application of two coats of mortar.

Above:

Repairs to two cathedral windows and adjacent wall sections on the northern wall are completed, at a cost of less than
$300 with a donation of $2000 free labour.
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Putting a $ figure on our contribution for 2016
In-kind work by volunteers is largely unseen, with the unfortunate consequence that it is often
under-valued. It is now common practice when reporting to funding agencies to quantify the
value of in-kind work.
Mintaro Progress Association has kept records for the hours worked on site by volunteers and
other community members who have donated machinery, operators and services to undertake
work on St Peter’s Church and grounds. The total in-kind figure of $5870 does not include time
that volunteers spend at home growing seedlings, writing concept plans and reports,
maintaining tools and small machinery used in working bees, and travelling to meetings, to
Waste Stations or to collect equipment.
Hourly rate

Hrs
worked

Specialist services – stonemason – interior of church

$75

20

$1500

Specialist services – stonemason – exterior of church

$75

6

$450

Volunteers – work on building

$25*

20

$500

Volunteers – maintenance and weeding

$25

200

$500

Mowing - slasher

$75

6 (3X2)

$450

Mowing – mower only

$60

12 (4X3)

$720

Machinery hire with 1 operator

$150

2

$300

Machinery hire with 2 operators

$200

5

$1000

Item

Sub-total

5 working bees, av. 8 people for 5 hours (underestimate)

$450

Incidentials – TFL m’ship; propagation materials;
lime, cement, gloves, etc
TOTAL

$5870

* $25 is the hourly value recognised by most funding agencies for unskilled work undertaken by volunteers
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A Works Plan for 2017
Mintaro Progress Association, through the St Peter’s Church Working Group, and assisted by the
wider community, will undertake a works program during 2017, that addresses several priority
issues, as well as implementing Stage One of the establishment of the St Peter’s Quiet Garden.
Commencement of the works program is dependent upon a resolution by the Diocesan Council
about the future of St Peter’s Anglican Church. For three years the Mintaro community has
maintained the grounds, with significant work undertaken during the past twelve months. The
Progress Association continues to attract the goodwill of skilled and generous people from the
wider community who share its vision for the establishment of a Quiet Garden and preservation
of the church. However, given the increasing scope of the work it is undertaking on the property,
the Mintaro community needs certainty about the future of St Peter’s Church. Funding for works,
through community grant schemes and philanthropic contributions, will not be successful whilst
future management and ownership of the property remains uncertain.
The following works are planned for 2017:
1.

Funding through the FRRR (Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal) Small Grants for
Rural Communities Scheme (Round 31) will be sought to implement Stage One of the
Concept Plan, the establishment of the Spiritual Garden.
Grants of up to $5000 are available to support projects initiated by small community
organisations to improve local infrastructure, create places that allow their communities to
connect and grow their identity, promote health and wellbeing and build vibrant local
economies.
Funds will be sought for landscaping, soil, minor earthworks, pathways and seating.

2.

Tamarisks, olives and robinias will be basal bark treated in early autumn, a control
methodology that does not stimulate suckering and recovery by treated plants.
Volunteers with experience in handling herbicides will undertake the work.

3.

The concrete pathway that runs along the southern wall of the church will be removed
before the onset of winter. Community members with bobcats and/or front-end loaders
will be asked to provide assistance. Volunteers will undertake the work.
Once the concrete has been removed, a metre wide strip of soil will be removed to lower
the ground level so that water is directed away from the building. Volunteers will
undertake the work. The soil will be utilised in garden beds.

4.

Volunteers will continue to regularly mow and weed the property.

5.

Gutters and downpipes will be inspected once during the year.

6.

Two bench seats will be purchased through a fund-raising event or donation, and placed
to make best use of panoramic views. Currently there is nowhere for visitors to sit.

7.

Pending the outcome of the funding submission, landscaping works will be undertaken to
define the Spiritual Garden, where seedlings raised over the summer and autumn will be
planted out. If the grant application is unsuccessful, other fund-raising options will be
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explored, such as direct approaches to local wineries, wind farms and other signature
businesses in the Clare Valley. Crowdfunding may even be considered.
8.

Internal repairs will continue using donated labour. It is probable that any specialised
equipment required will be sourced at no cost. The extent of works will be determined by
the availability of funds to cover the cost of materials. It would be helpful if the Diocesan
Council would make an annual contribution to the material cost of repairs; some trust
funds could be used for this purpose.

9.

Volunteers will propagate tubestock for planting out in 2018.

10.

The Concept Plan will be updated to accommodate input from new members of the
Mintaro community and to explore ideas that have been inspired by visits to other church
and community gardens, in South Australia and interstate. An outdoor chapel and a
ponded area may be considered. Further consideration will be given to developing a
‘Reading Room’ for local history should the church be deconsecrated.
Additionally, the Working Group now has a better understanding of the site and some
elements will need to be relocated. A ‘wet area’ on the northern end of the property
became apparent during 2016 and will require plantings that can persist during
prolonged periods of waterlogging.

11.

Depending upon the availability of funds, a new 5000L galvanized iron, cone-topped
water tank will be purchased and positioned on the north-eastern corner of the church.
The existing tank will be removed; water piped underground from the south-facing gutter
into the new tank; and the overflow directed down the natural flow slope.

12.

A Blessing of the Animals event will be held on Saturday 7 October 2017.

	
  
Several volunteers visited the Barossa Bush Chapel in
Nuriootpa, an interdenominational place of worship in an
outdoor setting surrounded by gardens planted with native
flora. Maintained by volunteers, services are held at Easter,
Christmas Day and ANZAC Day.

	
  
Volunteers Libby and Justin Brady visited the Bodalla
Anglican Church, on NSW south coast. Like St Peter’s
Church, All Saints Bodalla is very closely associated with an
important philanthropic family (Mort) who built the church
in 1880 and made other significant contributions.
Volunteers maintain the gardens, including the labyrinth
pictured above.
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